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SESSIONAL ORDERS 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.   

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [4.55 pm]:  These sessional 
orders bear a great deal of similarity to the ones used in previous years.  Although my party members and I have 
not had a chance to finalise a position on this matter, I can assure them that these sessional orders are largely in 
accord with the explanation I made to our party meeting a week or two ago.  I can also assure them that, for all 
intents and purposes, apart from the change in the times on which certain things might happen on the days we 
meet, the provisions of these sessional orders are identical to the provisions of the previous sessional orders.  I do 
not have too many problems with that.  The main change is that we will sit on Wednesday night rather than on 
Friday.  Wednesday morning will allow time for committee work.  These sessional orders overcome some of the 
problems experienced by country members when we sat on Fridays.  The new sitting times are worth a try.  
Fundamentally, the sessional orders provide for sittings on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, and Tuesday and 
Wednesday nights, but not Thursday night or Friday.   

Schedule 1 of the sessional orders sets out the sitting dates.  With one minor exception, they are the dates the 
government announced at the beginning of the year.  The slight change towards the end of the session is the final 
week of sitting on Tuesday, 29 November to Thursday, December 1 to give this house a chance to sit for one 
week beyond the Assembly�s sitting to deal with business.  

The important element of these sessional orders is clause 11(3), which requires that an absolute majority must 
agree to any amendments.  That means that both sides of the house must agree to any changes.  I am very happy 
to support the motion moved by the Leader of the House.  The sessional orders have worked well before, and I 
am confident that they will work well for the rest of this year.  It is important to deal with this motion now 
because it allows members to be advised of the schedule of sitting weeks for the second half of the year, and to 
make arrangements in accordance with the certainty provided by the sessional orders.  

I support the sessional orders, and I hope my colleagues will do the same, on the basis that we were involved in 
the previous sessional orders and felt that, with the exception of sitting on Friday, they served the house well.  

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [5.00 pm]:  The Greens (WA) also support these changes to 
provide sessional orders.  We have participated in the quite lengthy discussions on how to adjust sitting times to 
try to accommodate as many members� desires to sit certain hours and do certain business at certain times.  It is 
not possible to adopt everybody�s best options.  However, I appreciate the degree of cooperation that has 
occurred between all parties to try to reach a consensus.  We are happy to accept these changes. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 
 


